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The annual general meeting took place on 30th October 2010. 

The following members were selected on the comity:

Executive Members:

Chairman                                                       Brian Nicholl

Vice Chairman                                               Patrick Ackerman

Secretary                                                       Colin Retief

Treasurer                                                       Mike van den Berg

Live Steam Rail Representative                     Brian Armstrong

Stationary Engine Preservation (Seps)          Ron Huart

Club Manager                                                 Brian  Norris

Non Executive Members:

Newsletter Editor                                          Tienie Jonker

Boiler Testers                                                Brian Armstrong & Faan du Toit

Safety Officer                                                Colin Norris

Librarians                                                      Ria Armstrong & Cathy Ackerman

Driving Licence Examiner                             Gerald Nicholl

President                                   

Dennis Applebee continues his 2 year term of office.                                                         
Many Moons ago:   
Model Engineer 3 January 1969

Volume 135 – Number 3360

SOUTH AFRICAN "FIREFLY"

Built by N. Popich

easter time 1960 saw me wandering around the Rand Easter Show, Johannesburg, visiting the various pavilions and examining the many and varied exhibits. On entering one hall I unexpectedly found myself in a world of miniatures, beautiful ships, OO and O gauge railways, electric racing cars, many stationary engines and a live steam track outside with miniature steam locomotives giving rides to the public. It was the first time I had ever seen anything like it, and as I stood there admiring the skill and patience of the builders and their fine craftsmanship, I decided that this was the hobby for me—the bug had bitten—and I was lost. 

Looking around for somebody to talk to about it, I was lucky in meeting Dick Tuchton, one of the oldest members of the Rand Society of Model Engineers, and through him I was able to get in contact with Henry Heyl of West Turffontein, Johannesburg. Henry at that time was running a small model supplies business and I was able to purchase some Stuart Turner castings from him. Metaphorically clutching them to my breast, I returned to Pretoria and started work. 

Workshop Equipment
My workshop equipment at that time consisted of a 7 in. Osborne lathe made by Colchester about fifty years old but in good condition, a home made drilling machine and a small bench grinder, plus many hand tools, and using these I eventually completed the Stuart engines. 

Having trained as a motor fitter, I had some idea of the machining problems involved, but the building of these stationary engines gave me a sound basic training in the construction of models without which I could never have tackled Firefly. I entered the Stuart engines in one of the Hobbies Fairs held at Pretoria and was gratified and sur​prised to receive a gold medal. 

At this time Henry was building a Firefly and I decided that I wanted to build one too. The drawings were obtained from Model Engineer and they just about scared the daylights out of me but I studied them carefully and eventually made a start. Naturally I ran into trouble at various times, but a quick trip over to Johannesburg to see Henry Heyl got me over the hurdles. Without Henry's advice and help I probably would not have been able to complete the job, and I would like to convey to him my sincere thanks for his patience and the time he gave up to help me. 

The machining of the various parts proved to be comparatively simple once I got the hang of it, but difficulty was experienced in obtaining the small BA nuts and bolts and these were all made on my old lathe from hexagon bar. I worked to the drawings in every respect and all the motion and rods were made from stainless steel. I experienced no difficulty in following the designs which are a credit to Mr Martin Evans; work on Firefly was started in 1962 and was completed in 1967. I was scared to steam her up and run her at first, but once again Henry came to my rescue, and got her going. There was not a single snag and the engine steamed and ran like a thoroughbred. After a few more runs on the Johannesburg Live Steam Club's track, she was stripped down and painted, all the parts being first sandblasted to clean them and provide a good " key " for the paint. This consisted of one coat of Zinc Chromate primer, one coat of undercoating and three coats of heat-resisting synthetic enamel  sprayed on.  Various small details on the engine were obtained from photographs from British Railways.
Firefly was entered in the competition section of the R.S.M.E. exhibition of the Rand Easter show 1968 and I was one of the recipients of that club's gold medal. While I am most pleased and proud of this award, I feel that some of the credit should go to Mr Martin Evans who designed the engine and to Henry Heyl who gave me unstinted help and encouragement.
At the moment work is in progress on a Springbok of which the chassis is complete, and if it comes up to the same standard as Firefly I shall be more than happy that I chose live steam as a hobby. I would be lost without it.
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Below:  Some of the members of the Johannes​burg Society with their engines: Garth Gradwell's "Juliet," Brian Arm​strong's " Spring​bok" and Nick Popich's " Firefly "
NOTES FROM MES - BRITAIN   

GUILDFORD MES 

Article from GMES Website

Visited by Brian & Ria Armstrong July 2007

Passenger Hauling Railways - 3½, 5 and 7¼ inch gauge
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The main activities of the society revolve around the passenger-hauling railways. They have two main tracks, both in the form of continuous loops. The raised track is a combined 3½” and 5” gauge line of 1405 feet in length. It is raised above ground level to improve the comfort of drivers and passengers and to increase stability. The ground level track is 7¼" gauge and is 990 feet long. It runs round the outside of the raised track. They also have a short, raised, test track of 2½", 3½" and 5" gauges.

All tracks are serviced by off loading points, sidings and steaming bays, each of which is supplied with a water point, 12-volt electricity and compressed air. An excellent engine shed backs on to a separate passenger carriage shed. There are two stations for use on passenger carrying days and both railways are controlled by electronically operated signals.

The society owns three 5” locomotives and one 7¼” locomotive, all are used for driver training and passenger hauling on public open days. Members can use these locomotives at other times by arrangement with the Chief Mechanical Engineer. Both raised and ground level tracks are available for member’s own use unless otherwise reserved as advertised in our published programme.

Visiting drivers are welcome but should note that for all boilers having a capacity above 3 bar-litres, a valid boiler and annual steam test certificate will be required to be shown. If passenger hauling, it is a requirement of the Society that spark arrestors or deflectors are fitted.


Basil Palmer
South Africa has lost an exceptional model engineer known to many across the world.

Basil Palmer died suddenly aged 85 on September 7 in Johannesburg after enjoying a lunch with family. He was born in Natal (now KwaZulu-Natal), into a railway family and initially trained as a millwright with South African Railways (SAR). After a stint as a draftsman, followed by engineering training at university, he entered industry rising to become Managing-Director of the South African subsidiary of the multinational Van Leer company from which position he retired some 20 years ago.

Model engineering gripped Basil at an early age - he won a silver medal at the 1948 Model Engineering Exhibition in London for his PV Baker locomotive as well as awards at the annual Witwatersrand Agricultural Show in Johannesburg. His miniature locomotives are magnificent combinations of scale, function and quality of workmanship. In Martin Evan’s book The Model Steam Locomotive are pictures of his Natal (one of the first locomotives in South Africa), Britannia and Indlovu (elephant in the Zulu language) - a scratch built 2-8-0 locomotive of his own design (see Model Engineer 3416:442). His most impressive locomotive is a 1(  inch scale SAR 4-6-2 Class 16E express passenger locomotive accurate in every detail that won him a Gold Medal and the Bill Hughes Memorial Trophy at the 1989 ME Exhibition in London. This is described together with his friend René Etter’s 1(  inch scale SAR 0-8-0 S1 shunter in ME 3463: 74.  Basil was asked by the Science Museum in London to allow them to exhibit this exceptional 16E but sadly South African Customs authorities declined permission. 

Basil was an amazing font of knowledge and an international authority on miniature injectors especially those for altitude (Johannesburg is 6000 feet above sea level) - it was common to hear someone say at a steam day “Basil’s tweaked my new injector and now it’s working properly”. He collaborated with René Etter in the development of high temperature injectors - recently described in the SMEE Journal. Over the years he published articles on injectors and other subjects in this journal as well as in the ME and the Australian Model Engineer.

He insisted on standards - he used to say “I must do things properly I don’t have time to make another one”. High as his standards were, he was free with praise of good work of others even if not up to his quality of work - a wonderful encouragement. In addition he gave much of himself to his model engineering clubs (Durban Society of Model Engineers, Rand Society of Model Engineers) through advice and refurbishing club locomotives and passenger cars.  He was a also member of the Society of Model and Experimental Engineers in London for over 50 years. 

Basil was my mentor and friend. A training in dentistry and medicine is far removed from locomotive construction but Basil patiently guided me along - in fact I got advice from him for my latest locomotive only a few hours before he passed away.

Those of us who knew Basil have had our lives enriched - our condolences go to his children and grandchildren; his wife Eve predeceased him some seven years ago.

Peter Cleaton-Jones, Johannesburg, 11 September 2010

From the Editor
Being editor is an impossible job without the help and support of our members.  Everybody knows that our members (the editor included) would rather stand for hours at their lathes than sit 30 minutes in front the computer to write something for our newsletter.  If you have something on your mind or know of something interesting, fax it to me at  018 290 5780 or preferably e-mail it to me at tjtoere@lantic.net   Do so before end February 2011 please!
The cost of printing and mailing this little newsletter is substantial.  We are looking at ways and means to make this cheaper.
The cheapest way would be to publish it on our website where everybody having internet access could read it on screen or print it if required. 
Another plan would be to e-mail it to everybody with e-mail addresses. This is more labour intensive of course and I would also be reliant on members advising me of changes to their E-mail addresses where necessary.  We could print a few copies to place at our club house for members without electronic access to collect when they visit the club.  We would welcome your comments and suggestions in this regard.
A Merry Christmas and a steamy New Year.

Tienie

For Sale
TERRY MELLIS is selling his EMCO MAXIMAT SUPER 11 LATHE / VERTICAL MILLING AND DRILLING UNIT.  The machine is almost as good as new and has not done any hard work since Terry purchased it. As a guideline, he is looking for offers in the region of R75.000-00.  The machine comes with many accessories.  Terry can be contacted at 011 888 2692.
